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Soon after this it grew dark, and it was nearly ten o'clock when we arrived at Tiflis. The station
is two miles from the town, and in the darkness we could form no first impression of the place. We
drove to the - Hotel du Caucase, where we secured very good rooms. The Hotel was kept by a
Frenchman, M. Martin, who had retired from the Caucasus to France, after having made a little fortune.
The whole of this he lost through the Franco-Prussian war, and he had now returned to recommence
business. (21)
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The next day we devoted to rest and to gaining a general idea of the town. I must say that we
were much disappointed. Travellers who come so far certainly draw upon their imagination for much
of the magnificence they describe. There is little of the East about Tiflis save the people one meets; the
buildings might belong to some second-class German town. There are, it is true, certain quarters where
the distinction is more marked, such as the Persian, with its flat-roofed mud houses; but the general
impression was by no means what I had expected. (21)
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On returning to our hotel, we made inquiries about an interpreter, as we were anxious to engage
one who would accompany us throughout our trip. There were very great difficulties in the way, as it
was little likely we should find a man who spoke Russian, Turkish, and Persian fluently; but an Italian
was strongly recommended to us who spoke the first two languages, and had travelled much in the
wilds of Asia Minor; and, as we liked his appearance, we engaged him. His name was Gerome Realini,
and he most faithfully and honestly stuck to us to the end of our expedition, following our fortunes for
many thousands of dreary miles. (23)

LobiGMIOH™To dMHMBYdoL 99y, B396 390Mm30300bgm MsMX 0360l Tglobgd, Mowsb
do05b 9306Mm©s Jobo odo5390s, Mroms ol Jmgero B3960 FmYBsrOHMdOL go6dsgwmdsdo

33b@gdms. B0 doe0sh OO LOMMIGId0 439 MO s B3WGds© LOgMOEO™ 0ym



obgmo 3530L 3365, MMIYOE 1530BYYBWSE 0E35M539ds LMD, MYOHIME s L3sOLWE
965%B9; 359658 B396 ©BIX M0 330MBOgL GOMNO 0FO0gE0, HMIgEoE 30039 M6 965y
@35653MdS 5 89300 gAMPBIMEs J306Mg sHBoOL MOEMD 5YHOW0T0; s MoYSL dolo
2396936m0ds Im39h™bs, B39b 0l ©30J0M5390. gl 0ym §9M™A MYo0bo S 0L 9GO JOMPYIWS©
© 3 OBI© 3390 33900 B3gbo 9lidgEoEEOL LMY YDIIWY, J03Y3gdm@s M5 FZ9bL
09L 5moLMdOm dmboygbo dogrols dsbdoeby. (23)

eskosk

We afterwards visited the School of Instruction under Colonel Rudiger. This school is instituted
on the Prussian system. A battalion is formed of a certain number of intelligent men selected from
every regiment in the Caucasus. Here they go through a regular course to qualify them as Instructors;
and, when so qualified, they return to their regiments. (24-25)
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