John Buchan Telfer, The Crimea and Transcaucasia; being the narrative of a journey in the Kouban, in
Gouria, Georgia, Armenia, Ossety, Imeritia, Swannety, and Mingrelia, and in the Tauric range, 2
Volumes, London: Henry S. King & Co., 1876), I

Next to the Georgians, the Armenians predominate in the population of Tiflis, which includes
Persians, Tatars, some Jews (143), and a few French and Italians, and in its immediate neighbourhood
is a thriving and orderly colony of Germans, descendants of emigrants from Wiirtemberg.
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Three bridges span the Kour, the largest being the Woronzoff bridge, which unites Kouky the
left bank to the Georgian quarter; near it is a statue of the late prince as Governor-General in the
Caucasus; two other bridges, the Meteky and Nicolaieffsky, unite the Armenian and Persian quarters
in the direction of the bazaars. (145)
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In the shops in the Dvartzévaya-oilytza, ‘palace street,' are exposed many European luxuries,
including the latest modes, and beyond, is the Erivanskaya ploshtshad, Erivan square, in the middle of
which is the Tamamshoff Karavanserai and Opera House. Three main streets lead out of this square--
one to the European quarter,' where wealthy families live in well-built houses all differing in design,
with balconies of elegant construction, and having gardens attached to them ; another conducts to the
Georgian, Armenian, and Persian bazaars; the third to the market-place and Russian bazaar, where a
sort of fair is held every Sunday morning, at which it would appear that soldiers do the most business,
in bartering and selling condemned uniforms and boots. In the Erivan square, frequent but
inconsiderable sales by auction take place, notice of which is given by the loud blowing of a horn, when
a motley group of idlers assemble. (146-147)
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In the evening we went to a ball at the Kroujok, 'club,' upon the introduction of a member and
payment of a small fee. At 9 P.M. we entered a handsome suite of rooms, quite novel to us in their
decorations of curious-looking cornices, brackets, and strange unnatural representations of birds and
flowers painted on the walls ; while in one chamber, a myriad of small mirrors of every size and forin,
reflected numberless bright points from the lights in the suspended chandelier. The house had been
built as a residence for himself by a wealthy Armenian, who specially engaged workmen from Persia
to carry out his plans; and was purchased by some gentlemen whose happy idea it was to convert the
building into a club (154-155).
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Besides the Armenian and Georgian bazaars already visited, there is the Persian bazaar on the
left bank of the Kour in the Avlabar quarter, which is readily reached from the Tatarsky meydan by
crossing the Meteky bridge. The Persian bazaar is of peculiar construction, being a long, wide, but
gloomy gallery with vaulted roof, the stalls upon either hand being lighted through small openings in
the domes overhead. Carpets from Tabreez, and silks from Shemaha and Nouha, for shawls, sashes,
divans, curtains, and bed covers, delight the eye; but here as elsewhere it is necessary to bargain to
avoid being defrauded; the rule in making purchases, is to deduct a fourth part of the sum asked, when
an offer of the balance is invariably accepted. (158-159)
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