Douglas W. Freshfield, Travels in the central Caucasus and Bashan. London, Longmans, Green, &
co. 1869

We had always looked on Tiflis as our dep6t and base of operations during the summer months,
and we were naturally anxious to ascertain what sort of quarters we should meet with, as the hotels in
Russian towns are not always pleasant resting-places for those unaccustomed to the ways of the
country. We were therefore delighted to find that our host and his wife were French, and that the
house was fitted up in European style. The bedrooms were large and amply furnished, and the beds
had good spring mattrasses, instead of being (as usual in Russia) mere sofas with hard leathern cushions,
and sheet spread over them. Moreover, the master of the hotel was also the head-cook, and many of
our dinners would have done credit to a restaurateur of the Palais Royal; while Madame," besides
constantly attending to our comforts, was always ready to help us in our final struggle with some greedy
Georgian or Armenian, whose wares had previously taken our fancy in the bazaars. (98-99)
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We were struck with the entire absence of any Turkish element in the crowd, and the consequent
want of the bright fezzes which give such colour to the streets of many Eastern cities. Their place is
poorly supplied by the tall cloth-caps of the Persians, or the conical sheepskins of the Georgian and
Armenian merchants. On the whole, we did not see such variety of costumes here as at Kutais. In a
town full of government offices the Russian uniform of course predominates, and the number of
unhappy creatures doomed to walk the streets with a sword always dangling between their legs is very
great. An occasional turbaned mountaineer from Daghestan, or a handsomely-accoutred Ossete, may
of course be met, but here, as at home, the domestic servants are pre-eminent for gorgeous apparel. A
Tiflis major-domo is got up regardless of expense; his belt and dagger-sheath are massively wrought in
silver, and his cartridge-pouches and fur hat are of the most elegant and expensive kind. Such a costume
costs from 251 to 401. Winter is the Tiflis season, and then, I am told, the variety of dresses is really
marvellous. As it was, Georgian, Armenian, Persian, Russian, and German make up a fair list of
nationalities, and a member of each would probably be met with in a five-minutes' stroll. (101-102)
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We had brought with us several letters of introduction, explaining the object of our journey, to
the officials attached to the Court at Tiflis, and we were disappointed to find that the Grand Duke had
already left for Borjom, his summer residence, taking of course half Tiflis society with him. We were
fortunate; however, in meeting Monsieur Barthelemi, Attaché for special missions to the Grand Ducal
Court, who was living at the time in our hotel; and through his kindness, we were introduced to the
Russian and German gentlemen then resident in Tiflis, who were best acquainted with the natural
features of the country. We had the good fortune to catch Herr Abich, on the eve of his departure for
Germany, from whom, in the course of a half-hour's conversation, I obtained two hints, which were
both afterwards of the greatest service to us-namely, that there was a very lofty névé-plateau, at the
northern base of the summit of Kazbek, and that Elbruz might be attacked, with good prospect of
success, from the glaciers at the head of the Baksan valley. Herr Radde, chiefly known in England by
his Siberian travels, although now settled in Tiflis, as curator of the Museum of Natural History, which
has been lately founded, has not given up his roaming habits. He kindly presented us each with a copy
of his work, ‘Die drei Langhochthiler Imeritiens, Rion, Ingur, and Tskenis-Squali, the fruit of his
wanderings in the southern Caucasian valleys. It is the first German book which has been printed at
Tiflis. The museum has not been long formed, but the collection is already most interesting. (102-103)
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One of the pleasantest of our Russian acquaintances at Tiflis was General Chodzko, under whose
superintendence the Government Survey and the ‘Five Verst Map of TransCaucasia have been
executed. (103)
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