LgH OMBIOE) 396 3mOGHIM0 (1777-1842), ,,0008H5)OHMdGd0 LogoOmzgemdo, b3sMLymJdo,
Lmdbgmdo, dzgen d500Embosdo 1817-1820 Hargddo® dm393er0s LoobEgMgbm 3bmdgdo
@5 3byHOGOGOL ol Jmbobergmdol Tgbobgd.

Sir Robert Ker Porter, Travels in Georgia, Persia, Armenia, Ancient Babylonia During the
Years 1817, 1818, 1819 and 1820, by Sir Robert Ker Porter, vol. I, London, Printed for
Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1821

On crossing a small stone bridge, we reached the guard-house of a quarantine, about three wersts from
Tiflis; but, on delivering our papers of health, we were allowed to proceed, without further detention,
towards the gates of the city. Having entered them, (with the feeling of one going into the cave of
Trophonius) I took up my quarters at the house of Khoja Aratoon, an Armenian, whose father had
served, as treasurer, several of our envoys and ambassadors, when resident at the court of Persia. I was
well pleased to hear the first information communicated to me by my host, that the Governor of
Georgia, General Yarmolloff, was returned to Tiflis, from his embassy to the Persian monarch; and,
accordingly, next morning, I presented myself to His Excellency, and delivered my letters. His
reception was in no respect like the gloom of his capital, and the sunshine within, soon spread its
influence without doors. (115)
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Not far from the bazar is the public caravansary, where merchant-travellers take up their quarters.
Here you see, exposed on the stone or earthen floors, of dark and vaulted apartments, whatever goods
the merchants who inhabit them may possess. The owner of each heap sits cross-legged, in grave
attendance, waiting the appearance of customers, or bargaining with those who arrive; and in one of
them, I discovered an old fellow-traveller, an Armenian merchant, who had passed the Caucasus with
me. He was pleased with the encounter, and treated me with a kaleon, sweetmeats, and some brandy,
made at Erivan. This building is circular, three stories in height with a sort of gallery running in front
of each range of doors, from whence stone steps descend, to conduct passengers above or below (118).
The centre of the court is filled with the horses and mules of the merchants in the caravansary. (119)
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Within these twenty years, the higher ranks of the inhabitants of Tiflis have gradually lost much of
their Asiatic manners; and it was a change to be expected, from their constant intercourse with the
civil and military officers of the European empire, to which they had become a people. Such changes
are not always at their earliest stage properly understood by the persons who adopt them; hence,
nations who have been long in a state of vassalage, when they first break from their chains, usually
mistake license for liberty; and, in like manner, the fair inmates of an Eastern harem, when first allowed
to show their faces to other men than their husbands, may, perhaps, be excused, if they think that the
veil of modesty can no longer be of any use. Amongst the lower orders in Tiflis, the effect of European
companionship has been yet more decided. Owing to the numbers of Russian soldiers, who, from time
to time, have been quartered in their houses, the customary lines of separation in those houses could
no longer be preserved; and their owners were obliged to submit to the necessity of their wives being
-seen by their stranger guests. The morals of a soldier, with regard to women, are seldom rigid; and
these gentlemen, not making an exception to the rule, made the best of the opportunities afforded-
them by the occasional absence of (122) the husbands, to eradicate all remains of female reserve, and
its sacred domestic consequences, from the characters of their ignorant, but pretty wives. When the
women walk abroad, they still so far retain the old custom of concealment, as to wear its costume; and
we see them tripping along, enveloped from head to foot in the large Asiatic veil, called a chadre; and,
when any of these females happen to be standing at the doors, without this safeguard, I must do them
the justice to say, that I have seen more than one retreat hastily into the house, on observing herself to
be attentively looked at by a man. The beauty of the Georgian women cannot be disputed; having fine
dark large eyes, very regular features, and a pleasing mild expression of countenance; and, from these
characteristics being general, if there be any thing in physiognomy, we must conclude that they are
naturally sweet-tempered and amiable. The dress of the higher ranks is splendid, and carefully adjusted;
but the lower order of females, notwithstanding they share the same taste for the ceremonies of the
bath, and regularly go through them all, wear clothes which seldom make acquaintance with soap or
water; consequently they appear often in rags, in dirt (123).
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In going towards the citadel, through the bazar, I saw several women of different degrees, flitting about
under shelter of the impenetrable chadre, and it was not easy then to find out whether it covered riches
or poverty. While passing along, my attention was arrested at a baker's shop, by the singular way in
which the owner was forming and baking his bread. He first rolled it out, to the length and breadth of
a common chambertowel, and not much thicker ; then taking it up over the palms of his hands, threw
it with admirable dexterity against the side (123) of the oven, where it stuck. The wall of the oven
being kept continually hot, by a constant supply of burning wood beneath, in a couple of minutes the
cake was baked, and removed by the point of a stick. This kind of bread is in use over most part of Asia,
and serves, not merely as food, but for plate and napkin during the whole meal. (124)
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At this narrowed point, a bridge of one single arch connects the town with a considerable suburb,
called Avlabar. It is chiefly inhabited by a colony of Armenians, who fled from the neighbourhood of
Erivan, during the late wars between Russia and the Persian government (126).
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