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A Journey from Merut in India, to London; Through Arabia, Persia, Armenia, Georgia, Russia,
Austria, Switzerland, and France, During the Years 1819 and 1820, with a Map and Itinerary
of the Route. By Lieutenant Thomas Lumsden, of the Bregal Horse Artillery. London, Black,
Kingsbury, Parbury & Allen 1822.

Thursday, 27% — On arriving within a mile of the city [Teflis], we were most unnecessarily detained,
for an hour and a half, at a post-house or small guard, from whence our passport was sent, for the
inspection of some of the public authorities, before we could proceed into the city. After this we were
marched off, first to the main-guard, and afterwards to the commander of the forces, before we were
permitted to get quarters. We were at length conducted to the house of a respectable Georgian
gentleman, Yakoob Khan, where we met our travelling companion, the Hon. Mr. Law, and Captain
Willock of the Bombay artillery. We dined at a good tavern, kept by a Frenchman (163).
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Friday, 28" — An aid-de-camp of General Williameenoff's paid us a visit, and in the general's name
invited us to dine with him on Sunday next. In the afternoon this officer returned, and we accompanied
him to pay our respects to his excellency, who is in immediate command of the forces here. The general
received us with great affability. Although coarse and uncouth in his appearance, he is a man of
considerable talents and acquirements. (164)

390513930, 28. — 39696 39e0530bM30L 5EOWMHBEH0 §39LGHWIMS S FgbgHol Labgeroom
obob ImBsgoen  330600L  LogobABME  335B07d. EOL FgmMg bobgzsmdo gl Mmx0EgIOO

Q5365 5 B396 196 25399300, Mom5 353030 804392 JoLO 5©T5EHJOMEGOOLMZ0L, HMIGEOE3
Mdmom© bgarddmzsbganmdl 0dor® X oM. 39696Moeds dogr0sb MdOws© dogz0mm. dolo Mbgdo
Q5 29MOWI0  A5MYAbMdoL Jobgoge©, ol Lozdsm boFogho s oMmlgdgdol dJmbg
5053056051

L ogmamolbdgde g9bgMowo segdlgo 9HImenmgo.



Saturday, 29 — Dined at the French tavern, and met a young German, Baron Mainsing, to whom we
had been introduced by Mr. Law. This youth is lively and agreeable ; but having, as I understand, killed
an officer in a duel, he was obliged to quit the German Legion, in which he had served, and seek his
fortune in other climes; the rents of his estates having been forfeited for twenzy years. (164).
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Sunday, 30" I was in the house of a Russian officer of rank, when his lady, a very pretty young woman,
returned from paying some evening visits; and to me it appeared strange to see her kiss him first, and
then favour all his friends with a similar mark of tenderness. Being a stranger, I was not entitled to such
a compliment. Even when Russian gentlemen take leave of each other for any length of time, they
embrace and kiss, after the manner of the Arabs. (166)
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I understand that the Russian officers are very ill paid. A subaltern gets only 300 paper rubles per
annum, equal to about 150 rupees, (or L.18 Sterling.) But he has quarters found him, a horse to ride
when ordered to move on duty, and, I believe, rations. The quartering of the officers must be an
extreme annoyance to the Georgians, every man being obliged to give up a portion of his house for that
purpose ; and thus the privacy of every family (166) mily is destroyed. Nothing of this kind would be
tolerated in India. Were a man to give such an order, he might as well direct the town to be burnt, for
a high spirited Hindoo would never survive the disgrace of his women being exposed to the company
of strangers. (167)
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At Teflis, you meet with the first shade of European comfort in houses, &; and when it is recollected,
that the Russians have only been in possession of it twenty years, it must be allowed they have
improved the place much. (167)
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