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Robert Lyall, Travels in Russia, the Krimea, the Caucasus, and Georgia, Volume 1, London,
Printed for T. Cadell, in the Strand & W. Blackwood, Edinburgh, 1825

We crossed a small stream, by a stone bridge, and soon reached the barrier of the town, upon the top
of a hill, where we left our order for posthorses, which also served as a kind of passport. A little farther
on we gave in our certificate of health from the captain of Anannoor, to the chief of the quarantine of
Tiflis. We now passed into the town, but had much difficulty in finding lodgings. An Englishman made
himself known to us, and (507) conducted us to an inn kept by a German, who gives good dinners, but
has no apartments for travellers. During our repast, two rooms were found at an Armenian's of the
name of Piranof. (508)
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One of the aides-de-camp of General Vilyeminof, the second in command, waited upon us with a very
polite letter from General Yermolof, in which, among other things, was his advice, as to the part of
(508) Georgia, we should visit during our stay. General Vilyeminof, at the same time, invited us to
dinner, through his aide-de-camp, at the early hour of one o'clock, which we found to be the usual
dinner-hour of polite society, all of whom take a siesta after their nearly mid-day repast. We dined
with a number of officers, and drank some excellent Georgian wine. The general was remarkably
hospitable, both on this occasion and during our stay in Tiflis. We employed the afternoon in making
visits, walking in the public gardens, examining the baths, &c. and in the evening, the commandant
conducted us to his house to supper, and was extremely civil. We found Mr. Grabdritch (for that was
his name) a very singular man. He is a Hungarian by birth, but, having been long in the service of
Russia, he spoke the language of that country pretty well. He is one of the most restless persons I ever
saw; standing or sitting, his body and limbs were continually changing their position. He speaks a little
French, German, Latin, and Italian jargon. He plays on the flute, the flageolet, the guitar, and the piano-
forte; but on none of them well (509).
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Tiflis is surrounded by a wall of a triangular form, and has six gates which are still used. It is divided
into three parts : 1st, Tiflis, properly so called, or the ancient town, in which are the warm baths, very
small, and on the east of the Koor; 2d, Kala, or the fortress, situated to the north of the preceding, on
the west of that river, and which is more populous; and 3d, the suburb Isni, or Avlabari, which is
separated from the other divisions by the Koor, but is connected with them by the only bridge across
this river in the city. Not (512) very long ago, there were at Tiflis nearly twenty churches of the Greek
religion; fifteen Armenian churches; and one church of the Roman Catholic faith, administered by
Italian capuchins. The Persians have also a mosque. (513)
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We had expected to have found the Caravanserais much more imposing edifices, and better supplied
with merchandise from eastern countries, than was the case. There are two of them at Tiflis, the one
for the Turks, and the other for the Persians. They are square buildings, not unlike some prisons. They
surround squares, with a double row of piazzas, one above the other, and are divided into numerous
small unfurnished apartments, in which these foreigners pile up their merchandise, and reside, In the
day they sit cross-legged upon the floor, smoking their pipes, or assembled in small parties for the same
purpose, till a visitor enters. In the night they make their beds upon wadded covers, and thus they pass
their time till they have finished their affairs, when they begin a new journey. (517)
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Two large ranges of new shops, or Caravanserais, have been lately erected near Yermolof's palace. Few
of them were occupied, and, indeed, they were not all finished, in 1822. We were rather surprised at
finding an Englishman, who had just commenced business in one of them. But where can (517) we go
without meeting with our country men ? This part of the town assumes an European aspect, but it still
includes hundreds of Asiatic hovels, like terraces, in the sides of the hills, which being extremely low,
flat-roofed, and mean, they are in many places scarcely visible until we are close upon them (518).
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In order to make a visit to the suburb of Avlabari, we crossed the Koor by a wooden bridge, at the side
of which is the only mosque now in the town. It is intended soon to replace this bridge by one of stone.
After passing it, a rude representation of the Holy Supper, cut out of the solid rock, and in an alcove
ornamented with pillars, attracted notice. Great reverence is paid to this rude workmanship, the origin
of which I could not learn. Ascending the hill, we reached an old fortress, which stands upon a bold
rock; it was undergoing a thorough repair, preparatory to its becoming the chief prison of Georgia. We
were told that it is the design of General Yermolof to make Tiflis a completely European town, and to
allow this suburb only to retain its Asiatic character. In the meantime it exhibits nothing but meanness
and wretchedness. (521)
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