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A Geographical Memoir of the Persian Empire, Accompanied by a Map. By John Macdonald
Kinneir, Political Assistant to Brigadier General Sir John Malcolm, in His Mission to The Court
of Persia, London, J. Murray, 1813

With the exception of Teflis, the capital, there is no place in Georgia worthy the name of city. As,
however, this country has, of late years, been rendered interesting, on account of the rapid
encroachments the Russians towards the frontiers of Persia, I shall mention the principal positions and
military stations now occupied by the power.
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This city, before it was taken by Aga Mahomed Khan, in 1797, contained four thousand houses and
twenty-two thousand inhabitants, the greater part of the former, which are neatly built, are still
standing; but the population does not exceed fifteen thousands souls. Teflis was, for many years, the
residence of Prince Heraclius, and is, at present, that of the Russian gouvernor and commander in
Chief, who has, at all times, a large force stationed in te city. These troops are quartered, as in Europe
(244), the houses of the inhabitants: a circumstance which has occasioned universal disgust, and will
ultimately tend to render the Russian name detested by the Georgians; for as they posses the same ideas,
in respect to their women, as most eastern nations, they shudder at the thoughts of their wives and
daughters being constantly exposed to the view and opportunities of strangers (345).
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