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Passing through the town we were met by the servant of the principal Armenian resident, who
conducted us. to the house of his master, at which, by invitation, we put up. He was the son of Arratoon
Issaya Khaun, a man particularly well disposed toward the English, to whom we had letters, and who,
we were shocked to learn, had been recently killed by lightning. The house was excellent, and was
situated in the quarter inhabited by the General and the Governor, being near both their residences.
As we were now in the capital of Georgia, we sent our letters to General Koutousoff, who received us
most politely next morning, and gave us an invitation to dine with him, which we accepted. It is
gratifying to add, that from respect to us simply as British officers, he showed us every possible
attention; and began immediately by enquiring our wishes, which he promptly assisted us to realize.
Indeed I have very rarely experienced -such disinterested urbanity, and so evidently proceeding from
a sincere wish to be of service to us as Englishmen. Every day during our halt at Teflis, he gave us some
fresh mark of his goodness of heart, and of his obliging disposition. In the evening, on this first
introduction, the General, imagining that we were not sufficiently well accommodated with our
Armenian host, offered us a house which was then fitting up for himself, which he very kindly took us
with him to view, and walked with us through the bazars, and through the best part of the town,
pointing out every thing worthy (242) of our notice. We could not, however, accept this hospitable
offer of a house, from respect to our Armenian host, who had ever shown himself favourable to
Englishmen, and testified a particular solicitude for our welfare.
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July 11th.— We were again invited to dinner by General Koutousoff, who told us he expected we should
consider ourselves as his guests. In the evening we visited the Governor, who was just then returned
from the country. At six we went to pass the remainder of the evening at the house of Prince
Baiboodoff, a Georgian Prince, where we saw his family of ladies, and were entertained with observing
a variety of dances peculiar to the different tribes inhabiting the region of the Caucasus. Some of these
dances were performed by Georgian young men; and among them there were two ladies, who, to a
slower measure, executed a sort of formal stately movement of no interest. These exercises were
performed by the ladies and gentlemen merely at General Koutousoff's request, in order to show us the
Georgian style of dancing. (243)
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The dress of the ladies was unbecoming to a very great degree; it was much in the style of our very
oldest fashions, exhibiting long waists and flat chests; and in fact displaying none of the contour of the
female form, except by a kind of narrow shawl tied round the loins. Their countenances were much
disfigured by the formally arched eye-brows, and their head-dresses were utterly ungraceful, being
somewhat in the shape of an inverted bowl or mortar, a mere truncated cone. Their raiment was of
silk, and their slippers, with high heels, were painted green and blue. In the deportment of these ladies
there was altogether an extreme coldness, amounting to more than mere reserve, purposely assumed
no doubt for the occasion, which they thought would not allow of any degree of ease and freedom of
manner; nor was it unlikely that they would rejoice to divest themselves of so much formal restraint.
This adherence to Moorish customs is to be expected among the inhabitants of a country so long under
the yoke of the Mahomedans. (243)
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Four or five men with musical instruments of a construction resembling the guitar or violin, and with
a double drum, played for(243) the dancers, and sung at the intervals when the dancing was suspended.
All the bystanders clapped their hands in accord with the movement, and seemed entirely to relish the
music. Drams and wine were freely drank by the whole company, and a long table loaded with fruits
and sweetmeats, was brought in for the refreshment of the guests. The General and all the principal
officers of Teflis, were invited to this Georgian route, which, from the display it gave of the costume
and manners of the country, was to me a very novel and interesting spectacle. Respecting the beauty
of the Georgian women, which oriental fabulists and poets, as well as their imitators, by common
consent extol, I had been led to form a less exaggerated notion; and therefore was not much
disappointed on finding that those we saw had no pretensions to it at all. (244)
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On the opposite bank of the river are the suburbs, consisting of the houses of the poorer sort of
Mahomedans or Tartars. They are connected with the town by a wooden bridge, at a very considerable
height over the river.(247)
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As Georgia affords abundance of copper from the many mines now working, it is the intention of the
government to encourage the manufacture of copper ware at Teflis, as an article of commerce. In fact,
so large is the quantity of copper now on hand that they are casting statues with it, under the
superintendence of an Italian artist, of considerable merit, who receives a salary from the government.
I believe they have also begun to cast small field-pieces. (248)
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