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Ivan Golovin, The Caucasus by Ivan Golovin. London, Triibner & Co., 1854

The German colonies of the Trans-Caucasus were originated in 1818, and are composed of Suabian
emigrants, whose number is now four thousand. Helenendorf is the most populous, but is not
prosperous. Katherinerfeld answers better; and the nearest to Tiflis is New Tiflis. The Germans bring
butter and the best vegetables to the market of Tiflis. Their countrymen of America may envy them
the wine which they successfully grow, but not the Russian knout, to which they are subjected, though
they are free from being enlisted. (92)
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Tiflis contains 30,000 inhabitants; it may be compared to Prague for its general aspect and to Cairo for
the concourse and active life, of which it is the theatre. The streets are not so fine as the places or
squares. There are forty-three churches, but Georgian and Armenian cupolas are conic, and not round
like those of Russian churches. (112)
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The palace of the general governor, in the new town, is a fine edifice; it was built with the arches of
the ancient (112) palace of the kings of Georgia; and the gardens which belong to it are, on Sundays,
open to the public. The theatre, which was begun some time ago, is no doubt completed. There is a
botanical garden, but it requires great improvement to deserve its name. The bazaar, which is a
rendezvous of a numerous population, composed of many races, is very attractive and excites curiosity
in the highest degree; there you meet the Georgian and the Armenian, the Imeretian and the Circassian,
the Russian warrior and the Tartar, all distinguished from one another by their various costumes. There
Europe and Asia intermix through commerce, elbow one another, exhibiting the striking contrast of
their physiognomy and language. The Turk, the Jew who speaks Spanish, and the Colon who talks
German, carry on there, also, their commercial transactions. The artisans exercise their trade in the
street, by the side of the merchants who sell their products (113).
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Russian morals have invaded Tiflis, and the virtue of Georgian women is not the better for it. We ought
not to wonder if the conquests of Russian officers, in the society of Tiflis, were the real cause that
prevents them from being victorious in Daghestan. A people of licentious morals is little calculated to
subdue other nations (113-114).
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