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George Leighton Diston, Circassia; A tour to the Caucasus. New-York. Stringer & Townsend,
1850

9t december. Today I have been able to ride out, and take an exterior view of the town. The viceroy's
palace is an imposing building, with its veranda and columns; and many other buildings in its
neighborhood, also Russian, are handsome edifices. A number of Georgian houses, of one story,
somewhat elevated from their gardens, and surrounded by broad, shady balconies, were very cosey-
looking places; and if a hand appeared at the window to put aside the curtain, it was sure to be (264) a
delicate one. An old ruined fortress half way up a hill, commanding the town, adds much to the
picturesqueness of that portion of it; while on the opposite side of the Kur are other structures more
modern and useful, and a portion of the ancient town!.” The latter is a collection of very small, low
hovels, half-buried in the hill, but containing a large population; estimated now, with those on the
western bank of the stream, at sixty thousand, though I should think the number much less. On one
side of Tiflis rises a mountain cliff which overshadows it, and appears to wear a gloomy and foreboding
aspect. High up, on a crag, by its side, stands a little Greek chapel, where the devout climb to worship.
(265)
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! Here are the warm baths for which Tiflis is so celebrated, and from which its name is derived—Tpilis-Kalaki, meaning, in
Georgian, the warm city.
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Under pretext of hiring a house, we entered one of the poor native dwellings. A pretty young woman,
small, but well formed, and slightly clad, sat on a low stool sewing. She had two babies strapped down
on cradles formed of a flat board, fastened horizontally to two upright ones with rockers, A very small
back room, containing a poor bed or rug-covered divan and wardrobe—a few cooking utensils hung
on the wall, and that article so indispensable to a woman, a mirror—a stool or two, and a mat, were all
else worth noting; yet there appeared content and gentle joy in the mistress's heart. She welcomed us
gracefully, and as gracefully bid us adieu a (265). I think it was not the first time my young Georgian
friend had seen her. (266)
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I next drove to a German settlement, a short distance from the old town. I found a long, broad street,
lined with onestory wooden houses, all in good repair, and manifesting a thriftiness and respectability
peculiar to that people — many hundred of whom are here most comfortably situated.
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Of the five hotels in Tiflis—two of which are quite good —one only had a spare room, and that I
immediately hired with its bedstead; for beds are not supplied in these inns, on the supposition that all
travellers will bring their own with them; so that if they do not pay their bills the landlord has only to
quote an applicable portion of Scripture to them, and they suddenly start off.
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This evening I have been at another party, at the house of one of the ladies I met yesterday. All present
were Georgians, except a German officer and myself. About one-third of the females wore European,
the others native costume. (267) ... There was no one present, however, more worthy of admiration
than the Princess Bebutoff—the good Samaritan who came to offer her sympathies the evening I was
carried wounded to her father's house. There was a calmness and (267) gentleness in her manner, and
a depth of feeling in her large eloquent eyes, which could not be unheeded. She spoke Trench, and
would, I think, have said more than she did, had her husband not given her several significant looks.
As it was, I had engaged to be at a party at her own house (268).
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10th. Called on General Soffonoff, (whom I have mentioned as having met on the Danube, in Odessa,
and Kertsch,) occupying a position equivalent to our Secretary of State. He received me with much
urbanity, and proposed to present me to Prince Waronsoff. I accepted his offer with pleasure, and we
proceeded together to the palace. He entered at once the apartment of the viceroy, desiring me to be
seated a moment (268) where were several officers, and an aid-de-camp of his highness. During my
detention, several officers of distinction arrived, among whom was a Circassian chief, richly dressed in
blue and silver, and wearing many decorations. He was, also, at once admitted to the prince. On his
retiring, the general came and conducted me to the reception room. The prince came nearly to the door
to receive me, called me by name, shook me cordially by the hand, expressed by look and word much
pleasure at meeting an American, manifested an intimate knowledge of the route I had taken, and
kindly inquired about the injury I had received. I told him that I felt highly honored in being presented
to a prince of whom every one, throughout my whole journey had spoken in such exalted terms; and
then apologized to him for appearing with my bruised face, saying, that as it was caused by the
carelessness of one of his own subjects, I trusted he would excuse it. He appeared not displeased, and
desired to present me to the princess—leading me to the back part of the long hall, where a portion of
his library was arranged, and where at a table, writing, sat his accomplished lady. She rose, received
me in a most gracious manner, and addressed me in French, apologizing for not being conversant with
the English language, though she had for a short time resided in England.
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At six o'clock in the evening I was ushered by servants in rich livery, through satin-curtained doors
into the grand saloon of the princess, where were gathered many distinguished guests. Prince
Kotsohobey, plain in dress, and unpretending, immediately made himself known to me, addressing me
in English, and introduced me to several persons present, among whom was the Baron Nicolaif. The
latter, extremely young, I found remarkably intelligent; and equally prepossessing in manner. Soon the
curtains at the door were drawn aside, and the princess herself, attended by a page, entered. All rose to
receive her. She courtesied gracefully to them, then passed round and conversed with each. She did me
the kindness to ask how my wounds were (now quite concealed by my hair), and said that bleeding
was extremely good for such contusions; and wished to know if I submitted to any operation. She then
inquired if I spoke Italian. I told her that a year's residence in Italy had enabled me to speak it a little;
and on turning from French into that language, she said with a (270) slightly embarrassed air, non passo
parlare mosto, then taking the arm of a general, she led the way to a small side-table in an antechamber,
where we partook of the usual stimulants to a Russian dinner, and then followed her to the dining-
room.
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The princess, a daughter of the celebrated Countess Branicka, whose immense fortune was unequalled
in Russia, has a very fair complexion, and is handsome. She is of middling height, full form, and looks
about thirty-five years of age, though I believe she is somewhat older. Her taste in dress suited well her
figure, and her pleasing expression gave a youthful tinge to all she did. She wore a lace cap trimmed
(271) with a white and delicate red ribbon. It sat well back on the head, and showed her fine dark hair,
which, in a broad mass, was brought low on each cheek, and passed under the ears. Her frock was of
dark green plaid silk, with waist open in front, where a stomacher was partly concealed by a broad
satin ribbon that fastened about the neck a small lace collar. Over her shoulders was carelessly thrown
a white satin scarf; and on her left wrist a bracelet hanging loosely, made of a long string of corals with
a gold pendant. On her delicate hand she had a large turquoise, and several diamond rings. (272)
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The princess smoked!! Immediately after dinner, her page brought in a rich Turkish pipe, set it on the
floor, unfolded the long flexible stem, and presented its amber mouthpiece to the lady. She took it in
her jewelled hand, gave a few graceful whiffs, and then returned it to the page. She seemed to enjoy it,
was evidently accustomed to it, and it was the only thing I saw about her that was in bad taste—one
that I could not but heartily condemn. It is bad enough for men to fill their pockets and mouths, and
scent their whole person with tobacco; but when the charm of that “ineffable perfume which emanates
from the garments of a refined woman,” as Bulwer says, is thus destroyed, half of her power to
fascinate, and the divinity of that celestial halo of purity which encircles her like a tiara of pearls,
vanishes. The princess's page is a good looking youth, very differently dressed from the other
attendants—something in the Hindoo style (273).
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11th. Prince Kotsohobey, in accordance with a promise (275) last evening, called this morning and
presented to me a splendid Russian map of this region (276).
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Khanikoff, an author of much celebrity here, extended to me his acquaintance, and presented me to
Count De Lille, companion of Count Courtigie, employed by the French government to make
observations on the military establishments of the country, in reference to adopting the same in Africa.
Tea and cake were handed around, then commenced a gallopade, which was followed by quick
waltzes—couples succeeding each other, after passing up and down the hall once; it being considered
somewhat improper to extend a waltz further, with the same partner. Ice creams and sherbet were next
brought, and the dwarf came to receive the dishes. The ladies were then all seated at the upper end of
the hall, and Mons. Rodolf, a distinguished French professor of legerdemain, went through a series of
sleights of hand that astonished all. (276).
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Mons. R. was three years in Constantinople by the wish of the Sultan, who made him many valuable
presents. He is (277) yet young, quite gentlemanly, and has with him a sweet little Italian wife. After
his feats the mazurka was danced for an hour; but it had nothing of the bewitching grace, that true
poetry of motion which characterizes the Spanish waltzes as danced by the Madridlenians. One is the
graceful roll of the ship at sea, the other, the feather in a whirlwind.
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In the morning, M. Khanikoff favored me with a call and a book to read. Baron Nicolaif came and
entertained me for two hours, and in the evening, I had a visit from a Mr. Ivanhoe, a Greek from
Smyrna, (278) Hardly any one could have been more welcome than Mr. Ivanhoe, for with him. I lived
over again my delightful sojourn in Ionia (279).

@O0 d5BMbBTs B603m305 353030 M FM30MH30m s Halivzomba fogbo dmdzs. dmgos
05MMb0 603M50 O MO0 LosMOL A9BT3WMdT0 FoMIMNMBP., Losdmb 30 LIoMbgero dyMIgbo,
05@¢™bo 503963m AgLEMIOS 5 LYY MBOM LslyMH39wo bEMTsMO 39609306 0dbxdMP., MY
3sL9b g 3393 3963039009 0Mb05T0 2B LslinsdM3bm ©YdO.

To-day I was called on by Mons. Marr, employed by the government to ascertain the properties of the
soil, and improve the agriculture of the valley. His residence is in Guriel, the district I first entered after
leaving the Euxine. He stated that fruits and grain could here be brought to almost any perfection, and
that he had succeeded in raising a very excellent cotton (280).
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M. K. speaks the Persian language, and all his servants are Persians, brought with him from that
country. Their costume is like the Georgians, and they wear their caps at all times.
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On taking leave—and it is fashionable to do so, without bidding any one adieu-General Potosky offered
me a seat in his carriage, and I hastened to the Princess Bebutoff’s. The brilliancy of the assembly there,
could hardly be surpassed. Oriental beauty, luxury, and loveliness were around me. In one corner
reclined a Persian damsel, and a Circassian princess. Opposite, on a lounge, sat a brilliant Georgian
belle, and by the piano stood the charming lady of the mansion, each surrounded by a colérze of friends,
forming groups bewitchingly fair. The manners of all were as chaste and decorous as the costumes were
rich and modest, and yet effective. The art of dress had evidently reached great perfection among them
(285).
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