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T. B. Armstrong, Journal of Travels in the Seat of War, During the Last Two Campaigns of
Russia and Turkey: Intended as an Itinearary Through the South of Russia, the Crimea,
Georgia, and Through Persia, Koordistan, and Asia Minor, to Constantinople. With Map
Expressly Drawn Up, and Illustrative of the Author's Tour. London, A. Seguin, 1831

On the opposite side of the river we saw a German colony; soon after which we arrived at the barrier
of Tiflis, where we deposited our passports. The entrance into the city is lively, the road being
constructed on the side of an eminence, which overlooks the town. We passed a fine building (the
residence of the governor), and having traversed a few streets, alighted at a poor hotel (and the only
one in the town), which is kept by a Frenchman (83).
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I have no doubt but that, in a few (85) years, Tiflis may rank with any second class of cities in Europe.
(86)
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The population is upwards of forty thousand, and consists of Georgians, Armenians, Russians, Germans,
Tartars (various tribes), and Circassians, with Lesguins, Mingrelians, Immeritians, and a few Persians,
Jews, and Turks. (86)
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The Georgians are a fine, robust, and healthy people, fond of manly exercises, but are in general
addicted to drinking; the women have been, at all times, celebrated for their personal attractions, and
they are, without exception, the handsomest females I ever met with. Previous to the Russians taking
possession of this country, it was customary for the sex to be veiled; now they have not only thrown



aside that, but invariably display more of their person than is consistent with English ideas of modesty.
(86)
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Silk is sent in large quantities to Moscow, in exchange for other merchandize; the Armenians, who
monopolize the trade, make great purchases of Persian produce. There is a silk manufactory established
here, where upwards of one hundred hands have (86) been employed; but the concern has not made
any returns as yet. (87)
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There are several military encampments in the vicinity of Tiflis, as well as a strong garrison in the castle
(88).
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The Pachas of Kars and Bayazeed are prisoners here, on parole; the amount of Turkish prisoners, in and
about Tiflis, may perhaps be from sixteen to eighteen hundred, and are kept constantly at work. (89)
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25th.—The arrival of two battalions of infantry from Akhalstic, where the plague is now raging, has
caused some consternation here; and the fear of their bringing that frightful malady with them has
been greatly augmented by the sudden death of one of their surgeons and two of his servantstheir
remains, together with all their effects, were immediately burnt. (90)
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The German colony in the neighbourhood supply the market with vegetables, milk, butter, cheese, and
beer. (90)
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